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The Park District is awarded a $400,000 Open
Space Lands Acquisition and Development (OSLAD)
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T i i Bt on ]an.uary 6, 1969, the Homewood Park District and Flossmoor Pe.lrk District Public Outdoor Recreation Development < Land and Water Conservation Fund, the Lions 2 OOO Learning Center opens a brand new : :
merge in an effort to better serve the Homewood-Flossmoor community. T M | L . . R grant for improvements at Dolphin Lake Park.
-HE LAND AND WATER CONSERVA‘é‘N FU 9 Club POOI receives ltS ﬁI’St facellﬁ. A new bath' Oﬂice and recreatlon bulldlng 1N DEPARTMENT OF
S ncs Mick Pope becomes the first Executive Director of the H-F Park District. ot S R by Vo house, enlarged deck, new wading pool and a 1 99 1 ‘ Millennium Park opens on the site of the former 2002. The new center offers meet- gg‘s{,ﬁg&g
CONSERVA n _ . it mettt : : :
e e P Board of Commissioners Barth Richards, K.K. Erickson, Maurice Beckett, Donald HER‘TAG%_S. DEPARTM?;TQFnTc E:\:« concession area are constructed. In addition, o , Hines Lumber Co.mp afy. ”Qns land. was purchased ing/party rooms, program space
tw. Michaol Pope R ——— AND THE STAT pool plumbing is repaired and/or replaced The park district wins first and developed with funding received as a result and offices for the Environmental
Hazel Crest, Illinois 60429 . . . . FU ° . . . .
P pp NRPA National Gold Medal of the 1998 community referendum. Millennium

Learning Center staff.

Dear Mick:

Congratulations o you and to the Tlossmoor and Homewood Park Boaras Established parksat time of merger: Merchants, Cedar, Orchard, Hillcrest, Willowview, e Lpo AV for excellence in park and Park includes a soccer field, in line skate rink,

for compahe gl 1;ecent merieré‘r (1) 01(: ¥ o:; si 1: iea‘;s 1 1 1 e . ONSERVA N o . . . . 1o

i;i:;agf23soiffz£izli2;g(;: :/tilllpbetthi Erztslezt agdlfuz%z.citii?ns Indlan Tralls, LIOHS, TOWGI', Butterﬁeld, Herltage, FlOSsmOOr and Heather Hlll. C - recreatlon admlmstratlon, Out_ Walklng path, parklng lot) paVlllon, playground

of the two districts. The entire state should applau is action. L . \IATES CcON . e . . 5 .

i 1 have mentioned toyyou of & HuBDeR o e Ll SN e New parks developed: Apollo, Homewood Estates and Hollydale. ARCHITECT SRCpaK standing facilities, programs and the district’s first splash pad.

‘great need for other districts throughout the state t? consider this d taff

action. I hope this example will provide the needed impedance for an S .

other park boards.

Mick, I realize that this was your first real challenge in the

recreation--park prifessio;:x. qu.aihiegecji yoir gozl alfldtpassec.I the

es wi in colors. certainly a mire our ersistence 1n

R 2002

Again, may T congratulate both Boards for taking this action. The park board unanimously approves the purchase of the The koi pond at the Goldberg Administration Center is complete-
Sincerely, o o . 1 1

: e 8.5-acre Dolphin Lake Club complex which included the The park district completes a ly renovated and rebuilt. Once again Dr. Goldberg assisted

Mo lake, land, pool and building for $175,000. The pool reopens new partnership with School with the funding for his project.
Chjef, Office of Recreation . . .

e e Bl A BTG Drirns. Protishs . on June 12, 1971. 1 9 8 7 District 153. They split the cost

cc: Mr. K.K. Erickson, President . . ,;;} . .

ot deos. e RN EEET Park Dls’rrlcfsAre M?f??d | 1 9 9 3 of a Sports Complex consisting of

The park district purchases and
demolishes the Ridge School
building to further expand Irwin
Park. The new land makes room
for the Irwin Fountain, a gazebo
and playground.

one large gymnasium with dividing
curtain and a computer lab.

Lions Club pool receives its second facelift with a $1.1 million
dollar renovation. This upgrade includes a water slide, playground,
sand volleyball courts and a new filter room.
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Irons Oaks Environmental Learning Center is established as a jointly owned and
operated facility of the Homewood-Flossmoor and Olympia Fields Park
Districts. Preserve lands are acquired with funding from the Bureau of Outdoor
Recreation, Land and Water Conservation Fund and land donations from
adjoining residents, including the namesake Irons family.
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The Apollo Park bike path, a $215,000 two-mile

long bicycle path encompassing both Apollo The addition added approximately
and Butterfield parks is completed. A $117,000 y _ 30,000 square feet with a running track,
grant was received through the Department of *’ = yE @ 2 large fitness area, new locker facilities, The H-F Ice Arena undergoes a

Conservation for the completion of this path. and a health and wellness center. million dollar facelift in 2000.
The path winds through Apollo Park and the Renovations include the addition

wooded area near Butterfield Creek. of six locker rooms to the north

The H-F Racquet & Fitness Club sees
the culmination of two-years of planning
with the fourth addition to the Club.

1985

The Park District receives a $2 million dollar donation
from Mr. & Mrs, Richard D. Irwin to purchase and
develop the Richard D. Irwin Park and the Marie Irwin Park Pride Day begins in 1987 as
Community Center. The multi-phase project is completed a program designed to involve the

in September 1986. Community in the beautification of side of the bulldlng The pro ShOp
was moved across the lobby and

expanded. The old pro shop area
was brought up to the same level as
the rest of the lobby and remodeled
into a new party/conference room.

2011

2016

Flossmoor Fieldhouse is redecorated
by the Recreation Department and
renamed Park Place in Flossmoor
Park.

The park district takes over the restaurant at Coyote
Run Golf Course and hires a consultant to facilitate
operations. The facility is named Wiley’s Grill
after the goose dog at the golf course.

their parks. This program is being
copied in many communities and will TR TN TSR
continue to be a great celebration of & R o
community volunteerism every year.

2018

A new splash pad is installed
at Millennium park. The pad
features new water play
components and provides
a fun, unique and safe water
play experience for all ages.

1986

The H-F Racquet Club undergoes its
second expansion in 1986. This expansion
adds two more indoor tennis courts

The park district builds a 1.5 million (total 10), an indoor lap pool and an
dollar Ice Arena on 4.6 acres deeded to aerobic studio. One of the existing four
the park district by the school district. racquetball courts is turned into a physical
Fifty-four contractors work around the fitness room with exercise equipment

clock to complete the project. and a super circuit weight training area.
The name of the club is changed to the

H-F Racquet & Fitness Club.

2006

The park district wins its
second NRPA National Gold
Medal for excellence in park
and recreation administration,
outstanding facilities, programs

- 2013

A new, modern water slide is installed
2009 for the start of the 2013 pool season.
This slide replaces the aging wooden
slide that was part of the 1993 pool

1973

The H-F Tennis Club opens
on January 7 for an initial
membership of 750. This
facility is unique in that it
was totally constructed and
operated through the fees and
charges of the users. This
is the first facility of its
kind in the State of
Illinois financed 100%
through publicly sold

revenue bonds.
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In 2018, the park district wins its third
NRPA National Gold Medal for excellence
in park and recreation administration,
outstanding facilities, programs and staff.

Dr. Alan Goldberg makes a $240,000 donation to the
park district in memory of his wife, Gretchen Goldberg.
The donation was the amount necessary to fund the With the help of the very vocal and active Friends of the 200 1
purchase of a 3.3 acre parcel of property. In 1996, the Park District Foundation, the park district successfully
new park, playground and administration center opens passes a $12 million referendum for acquisition of three

to the public and is named in Gretchen Goldberg's honor. parcels of land - Cherry Hills Golf Course, the Hines
Lumber site and the 187th Street Army Reserve site.

The former Army Reserve site on 187th Street in Homewood is donated to
the park district by the National Park Service and developed into a beautiful
park, including a walking path, parking lot, ball fields, gazebo, circus themed
playground and the district’s first disc golf course. After the events of
September 11, 2001, the park is renamed Patriots Park.

$87,000 grant received from Bureau [55=m —— 1981 Greg Meyer becomes Executive Director. [+ =7 1991 Dolphin Lake Shore mitigation = [ e Phase III of Irwin Park is completed and ™~ - - Dolphin Pool is permanently closed
S of Outdoor Recreation. v pu S - . plan is completed with a $70,000 [l S S includes a plaza area with a gazebo. T S S due to its aging infrastructure.

1982 Hometown Award given to the park \ e 3 e expenditure to re-establish the P
Park district embarks on a $155,000 -4 - district by the State of Illinois Department P2 [, . &+ e Dolphin Lake shoreline. An Illinois Department of Natural Resources o Construction of new high ropes course
plan to upgrade the overall park system. of Commerce and Community Affairs. | L e ISM grant is awarded for construction of for Irons Oaks.
' | Before & After School Care program —— the Discovery Center at Irons Oaks.

Dave Colmer becomes Executive Director. Pa;k dllstrlcés Senior Citizen Program is initiated in conjunction with both Homewood A $10,000 grant is received from
15 CEVEIOpEC. and Flossmoor elementary school districts. 2006 Debbie Kopas becomes Executive Director. ComkEd Green Regions/Openlands

The Irwin Center roof
and entrance repair and .
remodeling project is renovations.
completed.

H-F Tennis Club 1st expansion. for pond restoration at Irons Oaks.

Park district purchases the Lions Club Purcﬁase ofgl’gidHealgiIﬁp ri) b egt}éalonglvgitﬁl thle The Homewood Auditorium is leased from 2009 New park district logo is adopted.
AF ST PUTENASES HE LIOHS -1 PUICHASES O ge schooland Lentral 5choo the village and undergoes a major renovation. A $7,700 grant from the Morton Arboretum helps fund

Pool complex from the local Lions Club. allowed for further Irwin Park development. Parks Developed: Millennium, Extreme Skate Park, 60 replacement trees after losing 308 Ash trees due to

Parks Developed: Dolphin Lake, Pheasant Trails, Parks Developed: Woodborough, Leavitt, Irwin Parks Developed: Goldberg, Ballantrae and Scandia. Patriots and Rovers Run. the Emerald Ash Borer.

[rons Oaks, Highlands, Pinehurst and Flossmoor Hills. and Pinewood.




